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Response to Restriction Requirement in Serial No. 10/511,169

(Docket No. 7398/84162)

This collestion of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.8. The infarmation i3 required % obtaln or retsin a benefit By the public which is to fite {(and by tha USPTO to .
) an application, Confidentiality is geverned by 36 U.S.C. 122 ana 37 CER 1.11 and 1.14. This collection |5 estimated ta take 1.8 minutes to complet=,
inclvaing gatharing, prepariag, 8nd submitting the completed application form to tha USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual ¢case, Any commants on
the amount of ime you require to compiete this farm and/or suggestions tor reducing this burden, should ba sent fo the Chief infarmation Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Offico, U.S. Depantment of Commerce, P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22343-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionar for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,
If you need assistance in compieting the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and sefect option 2.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicants: HAMADA et al. Confirmation: 6443
Serial No.: 10/511,169 - Art Unit: 1795
Fiied: v October 14, 2004 | Examiner: J. Crepeau
For: Carbon fiber paper and porous carbon electrode substrate for

fuel cell therefrom

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT
Commissioner for Patents , February 27, 2008

P. O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22314

Sir:

In response to the Office Action mailed February 7, 2008, Applicants hereby elect with
traverse Group L, claims 1-7, drawn to a carbon fiber paper, for initial prosecution on the merits.

Applicanis traverse the restriction requirement on the grounds no serious burden is
imposed on the Examiner o examine all claims in a single application. According to MFEP 803,
“If the search and examination of an entire application can be made without serious
burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits,Aeven though it includes cléims to
independent or distinct inventions.” MPEP 803(B) further states, “(B) There must be a

serious burden on the examiner if restriction is required.”

It is respectfully submitted there would be no serious burden on the Examiner to
search and examine all pending claims in a single (the present) application. Accordingly,

reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction requirement are respectfully requested.
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- To the extent necessary during proseéuﬁon, Applicanis hereby request any required
extension of tlmf, not otherwise requested and hereby authorize the Commissioner to charge any
- required fees not otherwise authorized, including application pmcesmng, extehsion, and extra

claims fees, to Deposit Account 06-1135.

Respectfully submitted,
FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY

-

Kendrew H. Colton, #30,368

Cusiomer No. 42798

One Lafayette Centre, Suite 7508
1120 - 20% Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 419-7000 (telephone)

(202) 419-7007 (telecopier)
KHCxk
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